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2014 Ontario Election Resource Kit  

 

Take Action Now!   

There are many ways you can get involved in the provincial election before June 12, 
2014. You can ask questions about poverty when candidates come to your front door, 
speak up at all-candidates debates, post questions on social media and submit an Op 
Ed to local media outlets.  

This booklet contains resources to assist Ontario Campaign 2000’s partners in 
engaging with their local candidates prior to the Ontario general election. If you have 
any follow up questions, please contact Anita Khanna at 416 595 9230 x241 or 
anitakh@familyservicetoronto.org.  
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Action Required to Eradicate Child and Family Poverty  

Candidates and parties seeking to represent Ontarians need to make their anti-poverty 
program clear to voters before June 12, 2014. It is undeniable that people of all ages 
face tough realities in Ontario today and that many are demanding action from 
government.  
 
 In Ontario, over 371,000 children, nearly 1 in 7, lives in poverty with their family. 
Growing numbers of youth carry huge debt burdens from pursuing post-secondary 
education, while in 2013 youth unemployment soared to over 17%. Indigenous people 
are the fastest growing group in Canada, but 40% of Indigenous children live in poverty. 
Among recent immigrant families, 1 in 2 children live in poverty. 
 
 Currently, 40% of children in poverty live in a family with full time, full year work. In 
2013, the social assistance income of a single parent of one child left their family 35% 
below the poverty line of $28,185 (Low Income Measure-After Tax).i The persistence of 
child poverty even in families with full time, full year work and among those in receipt of 
social assistance means families cannot find relief through hard work nor the tattered 
social safety net.  
 
Child poverty compromises too many Ontarians’ dignity, mental health and well-being. It 
is estimated that poverty costs Canada $72 to $86 billion per year.ii Child poverty 
impairs Ontario’s long term interests because it leads to higher healthcare costs, 
spending on social support services, lost productivity and limited opportunities. The 
negative impacts of child poverty mar childhoods, inhibit youth from reaching their 
potential and negatively affect achievements through adulthood.  
 
Concerted action and investment in proven policies is required to reduce and eradicate 
child and family poverty in Ontario.  In order to lift families out of poverty, Ontario needs  
decent employment, improved child benefits, affordable housing options, liveable social 
assistance rates and high quality, reliable child care services. 
 
In 2009, the Liberals, Ontario PC Party and the NDP unanimously voted for the Poverty 
Reduction Act. Under the Act, each have a responsibility to put forward a Poverty 
Reduction Strategy developed in consultation with the public that includes targets and 
timelines.  
 
The first Poverty Reduction Strategy, focused on reducing child poverty, lifted 40,000 
children out of poverty and prevented about 55,000 children from falling into poverty.  
This modest success proves that smart policies work and that leadership and 
investment are necessary to combat poverty. The next government needs to take 
concerted action to eradicate poverty in Ontario and introduce anti-poverty measures 
that are bold and persistent in meeting the goal of lifting all Ontarians out of poverty and 
invest the resources to get the job done.  
 
Each Ontario party has a responsibility to reduce poverty. Let’s hold them to it. 
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Read the 2013 Report Card on Child and Family Poverty in Ontario here: 
http://www.campaign2000.ca/Ontario/reportcards/2013Nov26OntC2000RepCard.pdf 

 

BEYOND AUSTERITY: INVESTING IN ONTARIO’S FUTURE 

2013 SNAPSHOT OF CHILD AND FAMILY POVERTY IN ONTARIO 

 

“In supporting ‘high risk’ families, 

I realize half of them wouldn't 

need my help if they had better 

financial supports.”  

Public Health Nurse 

 

 

 

371,000  

Children still live in poverty. 

That is nearly 1 in 7 children in Ontario  

158,445 households 

are on the waiting list for 

affordable housing. 

The recent unemployment  

rate for 15 to 24 year olds  

has been as high as 17.1%. 

Children account for 35% of persons 

accessing food banks. 

     There are only enough regulated       

           child care spaces for 15% of  

                   children under 12. 
 

 

 

    57% of 

Aboriginal children  

live in poverty in  

large cities. 

2 in 5  
children in poverty 

have at least one 

parent working 

full-time, 

full-year. 

http://www.campaign2000.ca/Ontario/reportcards/2013Nov26OntC2000RepCard.pdf
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Questions to Ask Your Local Candidates 

Ontario Campaign 2000’s goal is to have as many candidates as possible hear 
concerns about poverty on voters’ doorsteps and at all-candidates debates.  We also 
plan to send a survey on anti-poverty commitments to each party leader and to publish 
their responses widely. In addition, we will be creating info-graphics of several of the 
questions below and sharing them over social media on a weekly basis.  
 
Overarching question:  

What will you do to reduce and eradicate child and family poverty in Ontario? 

 

Questions on Specific Topics:  

 

1. Wages and working conditions: What will you do to make sure that work is a 
pathway out of poverty? 

 

2. Income security: What will you do to make sure everyone in Ontario has 
enough income to live free from poverty? 

 

3. Housing and homelessness: What will you do to end homelessness in Ontario 
and ensure everyone can find affordable housing?  

 

4. Childcare: What will you do to make sure Ontario families can find affordable, 
high quality childcare for their children? 

 

5. Extended Health Benefits: What will you do to make sure everyone in Ontario 
can afford to see the dentist and get the prescription drugs that they need? 

 

6. Public Transit: What will you do to create more affordable public transit for 
people across Ontario? 

 

7. Post-Secondary Education: How will you make sure everyone who wants to 
pursue a post-secondary degree can do so, without relying on student debt?   

 

8. Equity Strategy: What will you do reduce poverty and inequality among women, 
immigrants, people with disabilities and Indigenous and racialized people in 
Ontario?  
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Social Media Campaign  

Ontario Campaign 2000, The 25in5 Network for Poverty Reduction and the Mennonite 
Central Committee Ontario are working together to create social media materials. We 
are creating infographics that will be shareable through Twitter, Facebook and email. 
We will create a new infographic during each week of the campaign based on the 
questions about and facts about poverty in Ontario.  

Twitter: Follow @Campaign2000, @25in5 and @MCCOntario for the infographics. You 
can retweet them and post responses and send them to your local candidate and/or 
party leaders. 
 

Suggested hashtagsr: #voteon, #onpoli #poverty, #childpoverty #cdnpoli  

Facebook: Search Ontario Campaign 2000 and https://www.facebook.com/MCCOntario 
to Like’ us.  

 

Here is a sample of an infographic we will be sharing on the issue of working 
conditions and wages:  

 

https://twitter.com/MCCOntario
https://www.facebook.com/MCCOntario
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Call Outs from Sister Coalitions and Organizations 

1. Campaign to Raise the Minimum Wage  

From: http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/updates/10-things-you-can-do-to-fight-for-a-14-minimum-wage-this-
election/ 

10 things you can do to fight for a $14 minimum wage this election! 
May 14, 2014 

10 things you can do to fight for #14now this election! 

June 12 is the provincial election.  Candidates running for office will be canvassing in 
your neighbourhood.  It’s a perfect time to send a message that we need decent wages 
and decent jobs to put money back in workers’ pockets and support our economy. 

1. Send a message to all 3 party leaders urging them to support a $14 minimum 
wage for all workers. Click here to send an email. 

2. Plaster the $14 minimum wage poster on every front door, every window, and 
every street post in your community. Download and post the $14 minimum wage 
poster. 

3. Join a campaign poster team and help us get posters up everywhere! 
4. Ask candidates in your riding if they support $14 Now and decent work when 

they knock on your door. 
5. Attend an all-candidates meeting. Bring $14 minimum wage balloons and 

buttons with you. Make our demand visible!  Here is a fact sheet on what the 
party leaders say on minimum wage. 

6. Write a letter to the editor or opinion piece in your local paper stating why you 
support $14 now. Download a template here. 

7. Take a picture of $14 Now signs in your neighbourhood and share them on 
Facebook and Twitter. On Twitter, use the hashtag #14now and the names of 
candidates running in your riding. 

8. Share our posters and flyers with others in your neighbourhood. Spread the 
word with your friends and family members. 

9. Join an outreach blitz in your community or organize one yourself!  Contact 
us to find out about upcoming dates and locations 

10. Organize an action on June 14th – our provincial day of action.  Get in touch 
for action ideas and materials. 

Join the campaign! Contact us to get $14 Now posters and other materials.  Posters 
and flyers are also available to download here. 

 

 

 

http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/updates/10-things-you-can-do-to-fight-for-a-14-minimum-wage-this-election/
http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/updates/10-things-you-can-do-to-fight-for-a-14-minimum-wage-this-election/
http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/
http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/MinWage-Poster-large.pdf
http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/MinWage-Election-Factsheet.pdf
http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/campaign-materials/
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2. Income Security Advocacy Centre (ISAC)  

Check the ISAC website for: 

 Election Kit  
 Questions for the Candidates about  

o Ontario Works  
o Ontario Disability Support Program  
o Income Security  

 
ISAC is also sending questions to each of the political parties about these issues. They 

will be making the responses they receive public closer to Election Day on June 12.  

http://incomesecurity.org/OntarioElection2014.htm  

3. ISARC – Interfaith Social Assistance Reform Coalition  

From: http://isarc.ca/?p=438:  
 

ISARC invites you to join our Poverty Free Ontario sign campaign for the 2014 
provincial election. We are taking orders NOW for the signs, which are 2-sided 
corrugated plastic, 24 by 32 inches, complete with a wire stand. We are asking $10 per 
sign to cover the cost of printing and distribution. If you are willing to take at least 20 
signs and to distribute them among those interested, we can offer them at a reduced 
rate of $7.50 per sign. Cheques should be made out to ISARC and sent to the following 
address: 
 
ISARC 
c/o United Church of Canada 
#300-3250 Bloor St. W. 
Toronto ON M8X 2Y4 
 
To order, please contact Elin Goulden, ISARC Program Coordinator, at 
coordinator@isarc.ca or 647-206-2485 
 
Please take pictures of your group putting up the signs & send a copy to us and also to 
your local provincial candidates! 
A PDF version of the sign is available here for you to print out & display in your window: 

lawn sign pfo 2014. Here is an image of the sign:  
 

 

http://incomesecurity.org/OntarioElection2014.htm
http://isarc.ca/?p=438
http://isarc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/lawn-sign-pfo-2014.pdf
http://isarc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Poverty-Free-Ontario-sign-2014.jpg
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4. Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association  

From:http://www.onpha.on.ca/onpha/web/Policyandresearch/2014_Elections/Content/P
olicyAndResearch/2014_Elections/Main.aspx 
 

Join ONPHA’s grassroots election campaign and help us tell incumbents and 

candidates that affordable housing is a priority for Ontario - and key to its long-term 

success. To make affordable housing a reality, ONPHA has also developed a number 

of tools and resources to address key election issues.  

There are over 400,000 residents in Ontario’s non-profit housing and nearly 160,000 

households on a waiting list. By working together, we can make change happen at 

Queen’s Park. Read more  

Want to know how you can get involved? Contact communications@onpha.org or 1-

800-297-6660 ext 121.  

5. Association of Ontario Health Centres 

From: http://aohc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014-Questions-for-Candidates-
document.pdf 

 

AOHC has produced a helpful election toolkit called “A Health and Wellbeing Action 
Plan for Ontario” that contains questions to ask candidates in the 2014 Ontario election.  
 
Let AOHC know if you get a commitment from your candidates to take action on these 
issues. Let them know if your candidates make a statement of support in public forums that 
they can quote. Email AOHC at election@aohc.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.onpha.on.ca/onpha/web/Policyandresearch/2014_Elections/Content/PolicyAndResearch/2014_Elections/Election_Resources.aspx
http://www.onpha.on.ca/onpha/web/Policyandresearch/2014_Elections/Content/PolicyAndResearch/2014_Elections/Election_Resources.aspx
http://www.onpha.on.ca/onpha/web/Policyandresearch/2014_Elections/Content/PolicyAndResearch/2014_Elections/Articles/headed-to-the-polls.aspx
http://www.onpha.on.ca/onpha/web/Policyandresearch/2014_Elections/Content/PolicyAndResearch/2014_Elections/Articles/headed-to-the-polls.aspx
mailto:communications@onpha.org
http://aohc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014-Questions-for-Candidates-document.pdf
http://aohc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014-Questions-for-Candidates-document.pdf
http://aohc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014-Questions-for-Candidates-document.pdf
http://aohc.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014-Questions-for-Candidates-document.pdf
mailto:election@aohc.org
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Other Helpful Resources  

 

A. Find your Electoral Riding 

In order to find your riding, visit: http://fyed.elections.on.ca/fyed/en/form_page_en.jsp 

 

B. Find Out Who’s Running in Your Riding 

Green Party: http://www.gpo.ca/candidates 

Liberal Party: http://www.ontarioliberal.ca/OurTeam/WhoWeAre/Candidates.aspx 

NDP: http://ontariondp.com/en/candidates 

Ontario PC Party:  http://ontariopc.com/team 

 

C. How to Organize an All-Candidates Meeting  

 
An All-Candidates Meeting centred around poverty provides an important forum to 
discuss both local and provincial issues. Work with community groups and 
organizations to plan the debate and do outreach to invite people to attend.  
 
The Scarborough Civic Action Network (SCAN) has a created the very useful “Guide to 
Organizing an All-Candidates Meeting.” Find SCAN’s guide online at: 
http://www.scarboroughcan.ca/sites/default/files/users/Guide%20to%20Organizing%20an%20Al
l%20Candidates%20Meeting%20or%20Debate.pdf  

 

D. Write an Op Ed for your Local Newspaper  

An “Op Ed” is widely understood as meaning “opinion editorial” and it appears in the 
newspaper adjacent to the paper’s own editorials. It’s a guest commentary on an 
important and topical issue that’s written by someone who is not on the newspaper’s 
staff – someone just like you. 
 
A good op ed is a concise, timely, well-supported and accessible argument. 

 Concise - between 700 and 1000 words (depending on the publication); 
 Timely - it’s important now; it relates to a recent, current or upcoming news item; 
 Supported - you can back up your claims with convincing evidence; 
 Accessible - you do so in language that can be broadly understood. 

To learn how to write an Op Ed, visit Informed Opinions: Amplifying Women’s 
Voices: http://www.informedopinions.org/get-published/our-resources/op-ed-elements/) 

 

 

 

http://fyed.elections.on.ca/fyed/en/form_page_en.jsp
http://www.gpo.ca/candidates
http://www.ontarioliberal.ca/OurTeam/WhoWeAre/Candidates.aspx
http://ontariondp.com/en/candidates
http://ontariopc.com/team
http://www.scarboroughcan.ca/sites/default/files/users/Guide%20to%20Organizing%20an%20All%20Candidates%20Meeting%20or%20Debate.pdf
http://www.scarboroughcan.ca/sites/default/files/users/Guide%20to%20Organizing%20an%20All%20Candidates%20Meeting%20or%20Debate.pdf
http://www.informedopinions.org/get-published/our-resources/op-ed-elements/
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E. Organize a Rally, Demonstration or Creative Action  

Creative actions can include flash mobs, prayer vigils, getting post cards signed on 
street corners and more. Choose a location that makes a statement – near a food bank, 
the business district, your MPP’s office, etc. Bring signs so people know what you are 
concerned about and invite the media.  
 
For more ideas, visit: http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/ or check out the Modules in the 
great book Beautiful Trouble: A Toolbox for Revolution at http://beautifultrouble.org/all-
modules/.  
 

 

F. Social Planning Toronto’s Election Fact Sheets 

Social Planning Toronto has produced its provincial election fact sheet series – a 
collection of 16 fact sheets on important provincial issues. The fact sheets are short and 
sweet, providing information and analysis on key topics, questions for candidates and 
additional resources. Please read them, share them, and don’t forget to vote! 

 
Access the complete list of Fact Sheets at:  
http://www.socialplanningtoronto.org/reports/spt-launches-provincial-election-fact-sheets/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://raisetheminimumwage.ca/
http://beautifultrouble.org/all-modules/
http://beautifultrouble.org/all-modules/
http://www.socialplanningtoronto.org/reports/spt-launches-provincial-election-fact-sheets/
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Appendix 

2013 Ontario Campaign 2000 Report Card Recommendations 

PRIORITIZE POVERTY REDUCTION 

 By the end of the next Poverty Reduction Strategy in 2018, reduce child poverty by 50%: increase 
Ontario Child Benefit by $100/annually, raise social assistance rates and minimum wage and index all 
three to inflation.  

 Provide adequate funding for programs affiliated with the Poverty Reduction Strategy, including the 
collection of disaggregated data to track the impact of initiatives on marginalized groups.  

 Press the federal government to introduce a national poverty reduction plan.  
 

MAKE PAID WORK A PATHWAY OUT OF POVERTY  

 Increase minimum wage to $14/hour and index to bring workers 10% above the Low Income Measure.  
 Enforce Employment Standards Act; complete committed investment of $10 million for inspectors.  
 Address workplace discrimination: implement Employment Equity program; ensure pay equity. 

PROVIDE A STRONG SOCIAL SAFETY NET 

 Significantly increase social assistance rates, starting with a $100 increase for single people on Ontario 
Works, and fully index rates to inflation. Transform social assistance so it lifts people out of poverty; 
recipients should receive the full OCB increases and retain child support. Ensure high quality training 
programs to support the move from welfare and job loss to work. 

 Invest in homelessness prevention, fund municipalities to meet community needs and provide support 
on an ongoing basis to cover the loss of the Community Start Up and Maintenance Benefit.  

 Implement increase to Ontario Child Benefit to $1310/child/year in July 2014, fully indexed to inflation, 
and increase OCB by $100 annually until the end of the next PRS in 2018. 

 Implement drug, vision and dental benefits for all low income households.  
 Press federal government to improve access to Employment Insurance. 
 

ENSURE ACCESS TO EARLY LEARNING AND CHILD CARE 

 Index provincial funding for child care to inflation.  
 Provide adequate subsidies to meet parent demand and commit to developing policies and a new 

funding model to support a universal system of high quality, affordable child care. 
 

IMPROVE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 Improve the current Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy, so it responds to the immediate needs of 
families and housing providers in Ontario; introduce targets and timelines to track progress.  

 Provide a monthly Housing Benefit to low-income tenants to reduce high rent costs.  
 Bring aging social housing stock up to standard; build more affordable and supportive housing.  
 Strengthen tenant protection legislation.  
 Press federal government to contribute funding for Affordable Housing Initiative.  
 

PRIORITIZE OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH  

 Reduce university tuition rates by 30% by 2016; increase grants for all students from low-income 
families (including part-time and mature students).  

 Allow public sector employers to benefit from the apprenticeship tax credit. 
 For youth in and from care, raise the age limit for extended care and maintenance agreements to 25. 
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